2009 SANTA’S OLD BRIDGE PARADE
INFORMATION and RULES for SU 80-9
Date & Time:  Saturday, November 14. 2009.  Units are to be in position by 9 am.  Parade begins at 10 am sharp.

THEME: Holidays around the World
COST for Girl Scouts:  $2/Scout.  Additional patches for non-scouts can be ordered for $2.00.  This covers the cost of the patch, and a donation to SHARE.  Please pay by troop check at the parade or within 3 days following.  Payment will also be accepted at the November 12 Service Unit meeting.  (Refunds for parade cancellation only).
BAD WEATHER:  If weather is severe, parade will be canceled, and emails will be sent asap to all leaders on the Service Unit Yahoo Website.      There is no rain date.   
PARADE ROUTE:  1-1/8 mile route along west side of Old Bride Rd. – begins on Mohican Rd. in vicintiy of Lake Ridge Middle School and ends behind Old Bridge Festival Shopping Center on Smoketown Rd.   We will turn the corner and continue to the first entrance to the shopping center before stopping.  Marching time is about 1 hour.

SAFETY & COMFORT ISSUES

· No handouts/no tossing or throwing of items – no candy, o favors, not leaflets, etc. are to be thrown or handed our during the parade.

· No solicitations of any kind from parade crowd or from parade participants are permitted.
· Walkers are to move quickly into starting position when directed by parade officials. We need to avoid gaps, delays and traffic problems.

· Performing groups shall do moving routines only.

· NO animals.

· The only bathroom available is at the Middle School.

· A wagon may be helpful to carry extra coats and equipment.

HOLIDAY SOUNDS:  Each group needs a “sound” to capture the spirit fo the parade and to avoid dead spot s. Sounds can be as simple as a holiday or Girl Scout song, cheers, jingling bells, clapping routine, etc.
UNIFORMS/COSTUMES REQUIRED:  All parade participants must be in full uniform or costume to be easily identified as a group.  Warm clothing should be worn under uniform or costume.  Santa hats are OK.
NO SANTA CLAUSES:  Do not plan any kind of “Santa” with your group.  The only Santa will be at the end of the parade.  Several Santas are confusing to children.
UNIT IDENTIFICATION/LiNEUP:  SU 80-9 will start off with a troop carrying a banner.  If your troop has a flag, please bring it along.  Daisys will follow behind in troop number order, followed by Brownies, Juniors, and Teens, all in number order.  Only leaders who lead multiple troops may march out of order, and only with advanced notice.  Our Service Unit will receive its Lineup order in November.  This information will be posted on the SU 80-9 website  (www.su80-9.com).
VIEWING for Families:  please bring a chair or blanket and find a seat along Old Bridge Road.  You are our cheering section and our photographers, and we need you!

JUDGING:  Units will be judged during the parade.  We should not stop at the Reviewing Stand.  Our Service Unit will be judged as one unit.  Judging will be based on:  Adherence to the parade theme, overall appeal, and precision.  

PARKING:  We are asked to carpool and avoid left turns into Lake Ridge Middle School.  No parking at LRMS.  It is suggested that we park at Woodbridge High School.  Other options are for parents to drop off near the corner of Mohican and Cottonwood to meet their troop, then to park at The Festival. 
PICK UP- Parents should meet their daughters at the end of the parade route at an area decided by the Troop Leader.

REMEMBER:  You and your troop are representing Girl Scouts and the Service Unit.  Please be respectful of the Rules of the Parade and of the other participants and spectators.
PLEASE RSVP to KRIS CURLING, TROOP 2306, with YOUR NAME, TROOP NUMBER, TROOP LEVEL, and an ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF GIRLS AND ADULTS PARTICIPATING.

CURLING@COMCAST.NET, 703-497-2719, 703-408-8889 (cell)
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